Abstract: The genus Calliandra is represented in Texas by five species: C. bifiora Tharp, a relatively uncommon taxon of southern Texas and Tamaulipas, Mexico; C. conferta Benth., a somewhat uncommon, species of northern Mexico, south-central and southern Texas; C. eriophylla Benth., a widespread variable species of Mexico, represented in Texas by rare outlier populations in Uvalde County; C. humilis Benth. (including C. herbacea Engelm. ex A. Gray), a very distinctive herbaceous species of Mexico, occurring in Texas in mostly montane igneous soils of the trans-Pecos, and C. iselyi B. L. Turner, sp. nov., a newly proposed species from the Big Bend region of trans-Pecos, Texas, this previously included under the descriptive parameters of C. conferta. A key to the Texas species of Calliandra is provided along with dot maps showing their distribution.
Isely (1998) provided a treatment of
Calliandra for the United States. In this he recognized six species as native to the U.S.A., five of these occurring in Texas. Unfortunately, he failed to note that one of the latter, C. media (Mart. & Gal.) Standl. (syn. C. coulteri S. Wats.) was transferred to the genus Zapoteca by Hernandez (1989) . With this transfer, only four species of Calliandra might be said to occur in Texas. Preparation of a revised treatment of The Legumes of Texas (Turner 1959 ) has occasioned a re-. study of Calliandra for the state, this prompting the present paper in which the removal of C. media is sanctioned, and a new species, C. iselyi, is proposed. A key to the above mentione-0 Texas taxa follows: Isely (1998) provided an adequate treatment of this species, as did Barneby (1998). The latter worker in his map showing the distribution of the two species, C. bifiora and C. conferta, reversed the symbols concerned. Mahler (1981) were appropriately mapped. In the present paper, I treat these western elements as constituting a distinct species, C. iselyi, as there are several other characters that also serve to distinguish the taxon, as noted below. This is a widely distributed, highly variable species of Mexico and closely adjacent United States as noted by Barneby (1998) . McVaugh (1987) , in his Flora Novo-Galiciana, treated C. conferta as synonymous with the present, but I treat the latter as distinct, as does both Barneby (1998) and Isely (1998) . The type of C. conferta is from Val Verde County, Texas, and is readily distinguished from the more southern C. eriophylla by its leaves, which possess but a single pair of pinnae, the latter possessing two or more pair on at least some of its branches. I also agree with both Isely and Barneby that C. eriophylla is represented in · Texas by at least a few populations, these given the name var. chamaedrys by Isely (1998) , as noted in the above synonymy, the type being from Uvalde County, first collected by me in 1954. I have recently recollected the taxon at the type locality and . Below, Calliandra isleyi (holotype).
NUMBER 3 am reasonably certain that Isely's var. chamaedrys is but a fruit-form of C. eriophylla. Indeed, at the type locality of C. eriophylla var. chamaedrys (revisited in the summer of 2000, Turner 20-384 TEX), mature fruits were found to vary from 2.5-9.0 cm long, overlapping completely the reported range of fruits (7-9 cm) reported for var. chamaedrys by Isely in his original description. The isolated collections of his var. chamaedrys from the "New Mexico-Arizona" boundary (as cited by Isely) are presumably but large fruit forms of C. eriophylla collected in the latter area, although Barneby (1998) thought these might be mixed collections made by Wright from western Texas and given incorrect label data. In short, I think that the Uvalde collections concerned are but outlier populations of a widespread variable C. eriophylla. Nevertheless, Barneby (1998) Similis Calliandra confertae Benth. sed pedunculis plerumque 10-25 mm longis (vice 1-5 mm), corollis glabris (vice corolla valde pubescenti), pinnis cum 6-9 jugis (vice 9-13), foliolis brevioribus apicibe plerumque obtusis aut rotundatis (vice plerumque acutus).
Perennial shrublets 15-25 cm high. Stems more or less fractiflex, pubescent with appressed white hairs. Leaves bipinnate with a single pair of pinnae; petioles 0.5-1.0 mm long; pinnae mostly 8-10 mm long; larger pinnae with 6-9 pairs ofleaflets, the latter mostly 2.5-3.5 mm long with raised venation, their apices mostly obtuse or somewhat rounded (rarely broadly acute). Flowers 3-6 on axillary peduncles (7) 10-26 mm long; calyces sparsely pubescent, ca. %-113 as long as the petals; corollas glabrous or nearly so, 3-5 mm long, the lobes 1.0-1.5 mm long. Legumes spatulate to linear-oblanceolate, mostly with 3-6 ovules, relatively few of these forming seeds; valves appressed white-pubescent, their apex apiculate. Calliandra iselyi is largely confined to the Big Bend region of Trans-Pecos Texas (Fig. 2) . It has long resided within the descriptive parameters of C. conferta, the latter typified by material collected by Charles Wright in Val Verde Co. (near the present village ofJuno), Texas. So far as known the distribution of these two taxa do not overlap, nor do they appear to intergrade.
REPRESENTATIVE SPECIMENS EXAM-
Both Turner (1959) and Isely (1998) called attention to the distinctiveness of the populations concerned in noting that the peduncular lengths of the two taxa consistently differ. Closer scrutiny of the two taxa in the present study shows that C. iselyi can also be readily identified by yet other characters, including glabrous corollas (rarely a few hairs near the apex of lobes), shorter petioles (0.5-1.0 mm long vs. 1-2 mm long), generally fewer leaflets per pinna (6-9 pairs vs. 9-13 pairs), the leaflets at midpinna of a different shape, being shorter with mostly obtuse or rounded apices (vs. DECEMBER, 2000 acute, Fig. 3 ). In addition to the present illustrations), Powell (1988) provided an excellent sketch of the species, albeit labeled C. conferta. Barneby (1998) , in his broad monographic treatment of Calliandra, did not comment upon the morphogeographic patterns which serve to distinguish C. iselyi, but he did review the present manuscript and raised no objections to its description here.
The species is named for my long-time friend, Duane Isely (1918-) , Prof. Emeritus of Botany at Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa, and zealous scholar of the legume family.
